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Claudia Leal, Associate Professor at the Department of History of the Universidad de los 
Andes, Bogotá, Colombia, is currently a Fellow at the Rachel Carson Center for Environment 
and Society, Munich. Since 2012 she is Co-President of SOLCHA, the Latin American and 
Caribbean Society for Environmental History. Her research has focused on both the 
formation and the present state of peasant societies in rainforest environments, and on the 
role of racial categorization in shaping Latin American societies in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries.  

Shawn Van Ausdal is Assistant Professor of History and Geography at the Universidad de 
los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia. His research lies at the intersection of environmental history, 
agrarian (and food) studies, and development geographies. His current project, ''The Logic of 
Livestock: Ranching Landscapes in Northern Colombia, 1850-1972,'' explores the material 
practices, economic rationale, and political conflicts behind the transformation of Colombian 
lowland forests into a landscape of grass. Currently he is Fellow at the Rachel Carson Center 
for Environment and Society, Munich.  

 
For further information, please contact Barbara Göbel (goebel@iai.spk-berlin.de) or 
Georg Fischer (g.fischer@fu-berlin.de). 
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